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Background: The Korean Medical Association (KMA) has been working on medical appraisals for the last 30
years. In 2019, the Korean Medical Practice Review Authority (KMPRA) was established to systematically promote
medical appraisal. In addition, regulations related to medical appraisals were amended, professional committees
of KMPRA established, and medical case management programs developed. This study reviews the history,
present challenges, and the future of KMPRA.

Current Concepts: The efforts made by KMA for the development of KMPRA have provided evidence of the
excellence of medical appraisal system, with a highly professional, fast, and transparent medical practice review
system. Nevertheless, KMPRA has not completely resolved the social distrust of fairness and the quickness of
medical appraisals. It is necessary to identify the obstacles that exist in the current appraisal system for the
continued development of KMPRA. Currently, KMPRA faces several challenges, such as lack of independence,
financial constraints, dichotomized process of medical appraisal, and insufficient administrative manpower, in the
process of handling thousands of requested cases. To improve the level of expertise of the professional medical
appraisal system, independence, fairness, and speed of its process, KMPRA requires more attention and support
from KMA and other major professional medical organizations.

Discussion and Conclusion: KMPRA is committed to fulfilling the social responsibility of fair medical appraisal,
and it will ultimately contribute to resolving social conflicts derived from medical services and further improving
trust relationships with the public.
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Table 1. Number of requests and responses of medical appraisals over the past
5 years

Year No. of requests ~ No. of responses  Reply rate (%)
2015 2,091 1,769 84.6
2016 2,435 2,021 83.0
2017 2,516 2,117 84.1
2018 2,447 2,005 81.9
2019 2,226 1,823 81.9
Total 11,715 9,735 83.1
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Table 2. Mean duration of reply (from requests to responses) over the past 5 years

2015 2016

2017 2018 2019

172 day
(5 mo and 22 day)

196 day

Mean duration (6 mo and 16 day)

(8 mo and 3 day)

243 day 221 day

(7mo and 11 day)

191 day
(6 moand 11 day)

Table 3. Classification of medical appraisals according to the medical specialty
over the past 5 years

Table 4. Number of medical appraisals according to the organizations of
requests over the past 5 years

Ranking Specialty No. of reply Ratio (%)
1 Orthopedic surgery 2,713 232
2 Neurosurgery 1,387 11.8
3 Tuberculosis and respiratory diseases 668 5.7
4 Cardiology 660 5.6
5 Psychiatry 540 4.6
6 Neuroscience 499 43
7 Gastroenterology 487 4.2
8 General surgery 410 35
9 Obstetrics and gynecology 392 33
10 Otorhinolaryngology 257 2.2
1" Anesthesia and pain medicine 253 2.2
12 Plastic surgery 247 2.1
13 Ophthalmology 234 2.0
14 Emergency medicine 218 1.9
15 Urology 206 1.8
16 Hepatology 200 1.7
17 Radiology 187 1.6
18  Thoracic surgery 183 1.6
19 Pathology 174 1.5
20 Dermatology 149 1.3
21 Others 1,651 14.1
Total 11,715 100.0
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Ranking  Organization of Number Ratio (%)
requests
1 Court 9,647 823
2 Police 1,289 11.0
3 Prosecution 661 5.6
4 Others 122 1.0
Total 11,719 100.0
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